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Challenges in Increasing Oyster Catch in Minamata Bay

FEEEH Outline (100 words)

To improve the efficiency of oyster farming in Minamata Bay, we searched for the most suitable spots from
Fukuro , Minamata River, and Marushima. We have measured the body size and weight from May to October.
Oysters grew best in Fukuro, and poorest in Marushima. There was no significant difference between oysters in
Marushima and Minamata River. In addition to nutrient availability, chlorophyll-a concentrations and water
temperature are hypothesized to affect oyster growth. The most suitable place for oyster farming as of now is the

middle layer of Fukuro, where appropriate chlorophyll-a concentrations and water temperature can be expected.
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