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Japan, a Major 
Forestry Country

The forest area in Japan has 
remained almost unchanged 
over the past 50 years. 

Nevertheless, there is still a 
large amount of foreign 
timber on the market today. 
We are not fully utilizing our 
domestic resources.

The main reason for this is the 
neglect of forests.
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Trends in Wood Supply and Wood Self-sufficiency
https://www.nice.co.jp/wp/nbr/20201015_01/

https://www.nice.co.jp/wp/nbr/20201015_01/


Meanwhile, Japan... Problems Caused by Forest Neglect①

Landslide 

Without human intervention, the entire forest becomes dark and 
the trees do not take roots. Also, grass will not grow on the ground 
and the soil will die, leading to large-scale landslides in the case of 
heavy rain or earthquakes.

In particular, many of the landslides that have occurred in recent 
years have been caused by neglect of artificial forests. 
For example, 2012 Kyushu torrential rainfall, 2014 Hiroshima City landslide, 2018 
Hokkaido Eastern Iburi earthquake hillside collapse.



Decline in the function in 
preventing Global Warming 

←https://www.shinrin-ringyou.com/ondanka_boushi/tanso_kyusyu.php

Young trees absorb more carbon 
dioxide than mature trees. Therefore, 
as the number of old, neglected 
planted forests increases, their function 
in preventing global warming will 
decline.

Meanwhile, Japan... Problems Caused by Forest Neglect②



CLT
Cross  Laminated  Timber
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Thank you for listening!
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