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In this project, we will share information related to the impact 
which mascots can have on our society, and their potential for 
success. A positive impact which mascots have is the ability to 
promote, and the economic effects they produce. On the other 
hand, there are cases where promotions are not used 
effectively, and in extreme cases problems have led to trials. 
Within the massive number of mascots that exist, there are still 
many who cannot display their potential properly. To tackle this 
problem, we researched how to raise the familiarity which 
people have with mascots.

The hidden potential of mascot characters
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In our study, we found that English education in early grades is 
non?compulsory and that pronunciation instruction is often 
inadequate. Thus, we emphasize early pronunciation training as 
the foundation for the four core language skills. AI-based apps 
are emerging nationwide, and in Osaka a fixed?type AI 
application with pronunciation scoring has already been 
introduced. However, compared to generative AI, it lacks flexible 
feedback and few opportunities to use what we learn throughout 
this app in real conversation. We propose an educational 
system that uses a pronunciation focused app.

× English Education Plan for Lower Grades  
× pronunciation Education
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In Japan, public awareness and support for refugees are low, 
and there is little recognition of the issue as an international 
problem. We hypothesize that the lack of learning opportunities 
about refugees is one reason for this low level of awareness. 
Therefore, we are exploring how experiential learning can 

support refugees.We plan to conduct an original experiential 
learning program about the current situation of refugees, 
develop our own awareness indicators, and evaluate the effects 
of this program.

Toward Enhancing Public Awareness of Refugee 
Support in Japan
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We conducted two scientific tests to explore hidden functions of 
familiar products beyond their original purposes. The first test 
examined whether cough drops, typically used to relieve coughs 
and sore throats, might also have antibacterial properties. The 
second test investigated whether chemical hand warmers, 
usually used for heat, could also function as deodorizers. By 
scientifically verifying these "hidden functions," we aim to 
discover new uses for common products. This could lead to 
innovative applications that benefit the environment and human 
health, offering practical, sustainable alternatives in daily life 
through a better understanding of familiar items.

“Hidden Functions“ of Familiar Products


