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We are planning to repurpose a vacant house in 
Kawachinagano City into a child-rearing hub that provides a safe 
and welcoming space for children, parents, and local residents. 
The facility will offer parenting support and a free school in the 
morning, after-school care in the afternoon, and childcare and a 

students will help run programs, and the facility will also function 
as a coworking space to promote intergenerational exchange 
and attract young families. Meals will be provided at low cost 
through partnerships with food banks and local businesses.

Community Innovation Through Vacant Home 
Renovation

F10 Kwansei Gakuin Senior High School

ALT ALT
JTE

ALT JTE
ALT

system, Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) play an important 
role in supporting communicative language teaching. However, 
a number of challenges have been identified, such as limited 
collaboration in team teaching with Japanese Teachers of 
English (JTEs) and insufficient pre-service training for teachers. 
This study analyzes the current situation and challenges related 
to ALTs from multiple stakeholder perspectives. The data were 
collected through a survey of high school students, interviews 
with local governments, ALTs, and JTEs, and classroom 
observations at private elementary schools.

ALT The Current Situation and Challenges of ALTs in 
Compulsory Education: An Analysis Based on 
Stakeholder Perspectives
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We researched about commuting to and from school by bicycle 
and we found a  problem: parking their bicycles straight is 
difficult because their front wheel turns a little and their baskets 
hit each other. We created a tool using the  familiar clothespin to 
hold a bicycle straight. We tried many different versions to 
improve it. By applying an anti-slip material, the tool became 
stable and easy to use.  This tool enables anyone to smoothly 
park their bicycle in a straight line in a short amount of time.

A tool to solve a problem of commuting by bicycle
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Approximately 60% of the world's population discards used 
cooking oil without proper disposal. When this waste oil flows 
into the sea, it forms a film on the surface that makes it difficult 
for marine life to breathe. Furthermore, the film blocks sunlight, 
which harms coral reefs and other marine ecosystems. We 
believe it is vital to learn how to dispose of used oil in the right 
way through upcycling. At our global forum, RSGF, we 
collaborated with international students to make candles from 
waste cooking oil. During the lighting ceremony, we prayed for 

From Waste to a Light of Hope: The Upcycled 
Candle Project


