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Improving Product Sales and Promoting
Awareness of Yamagata Fruits through Innovative
Sales Methods

This study aims to promote sales and increase awareness of
fruits produced in Yamagata Prefecture through innovative sales
methods. In collaboration with a local sweets shop, we
conducted a comparative experiment to identify effective
approaches for selling the shop’s baked goods and fruit-based
sweets. Three methods were tested: the current sales method, a
psychologically based method inspired by previous research,
and an approach emphasizing the unique features of the
products and the shop. The effects of each method on sales
volume and consumer trends were analyzed to determine the
most effective strategy.
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“Furusato NISA” for Local Area Development

The current “Furusato Nozei” system helps local areas get more
tax income but causes problems like tax loss for taxpayers’
home municipalities. Moreover, according to the “benefits
principle,” all taxes should be used for the people who pay them.
This system also violates this principle. This study proposes a
new idea called “Furusato NISA,” which allows people to invest
in local companies without paying tax and receive gifts from
local governments. It can help local businesses grow, create
jobs, and support regional development.
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Why Nuclear Weapons Still Exist: Economic
Structures Behind 'Peace’

This study examines why nuclear weapons persist, focusing on
economic factors. Through literature review and interviews with
ICAN staff, we found that governments fund not only the
development and maintenance of nuclear arsenals but also
lobbyists and think tanks that shape public opinion. This financial
network reinforces the belief that nuclear weapons are essential,
hindering disarmament efforts. We also examined the
opportunity costs and found that redirecting even a small portion
of nuclear-related spending could significantly advance global
goals such as environmental conservation and sustainable
development.
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Toward the Establishment of a Sustainable
Recycling System for End-of-Life Solar Panels

Solar power generation has recently gained attention due to the
effects of global warming. While solar panels are currently
introduced as environmentally friendly, concerns exist about the
leakage of hazardous substances from illegal dumping and
improper disposal. With only 15 years remaining until the
predicted mass disposal era in 2040, continuing current
practices risks turning what was once considered
environmentally beneficial into a new environmental problem.
This study proposes institutional designs for safe processing,
resource recovery, and waste reduction, from the perspective of
building a sustainable society.



